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EUROPEAN PROSTHODONTIC ASSOCIATION

(Draft) Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING

16:30 Wednesday 1st September 2008

Koraly Restaurant, Pecs, Hungary

Present:

Professor G Szabo

(President and Chair)



Professor P Wright

(Past President)



Professor A User

(Past President)




Professor I Grünert

(First President Elect)




Professor C Sevuk

(Elected Member)




Mr J Wilson


(Honorary Secretary)

In attendance:
Professor B Owall
(Chair, Committee for Prosthodontic 






  Specialisation in Europe)




Dr R Welfare             (Secretary, Committee for Prosthodontic   





  Specialisation in Europe)

1) Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Professor Doukoudakis, Professor Jerolimov, Professor Hedzelek, Professor Belser, Professor Vallittu, Dr Polyzois and Dr Coward.
2) Minutes of the Council Meeting, Athens, Greece, 2007
The Honorary Secretary had circulated the draft minutes by email before the meeting. There were some typographical errors needing correction, including in the agenda that had also been circulated (for which the Honorary Secretary apologised). The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.

3) Matters arising from the minutes
The Honorary Secretary reported that there were several matters arising, but they would be better dealt with under the relevant agenda items to follow.

4) Report from the Chair of the Future for Prosthodontics Specialisation in Europe Committee - Professor Bengt Őwall
The deliberations of the Committee had been approved by Council at last year's meeting, in Athens, with a mandate to proceed with the introduction of the EPA Recognition of Prosthodontic Specialisation. The Committee were now in a position to introduce this recognition, subject to approval from Council and the members at the ABM. A standing committee, with the authority to make decisions on specialist recognition, will be needed to handle the anticipated applications. The committee will also need secretarial support. Professor Őwall drew Council's attention to a comparison with the European Orthodontic Association that already has in place a well organised system for recognition of Orthodontic Specialists that is similar to that being proposed by the EPA. He also reminded Council that the EU is only concerned with free movement of specialists throughout the EU. Medical and Dental Specialists are considered to be regulated professionals. The Proposed EPA regulations, terms of reference and procedures had been distributed to Council members.
A discussion in the Specialisation Committee had been about the difference between 'recognition' and 'authorisation' and it was decided to use authorisation. However, it was recognised that this could be controversial with existing regulatory authorities.

The Trustees have granted £1000 as an initial budget for setting up the authorisation process.

Starting date for dealing with applications is anticipated to be 1st May 2009 when the application form should be published on the EPA web-site.

Only EPA members will be eligible to apply

Once the EPA authorisation has been awarded to an individual there would be no practical way of withdrawing the authorisation, so the committee had decided that a list of 'active' specialist members should be published in a newly created section of the EPA web-site. Also, all EPA active specialists will receive a certificate containing their name, country of practice, date, and a unique number.
The application fee has been set at 200 Euros (which is the equivalent of the current application fee for specialist recognition in Germany).

Prosthodontists who are already officially recognised as specialists by a regulatory body in their home country will automatically be entitled to authorisation.

The Specialisation Committee will work in accordance with the decisions and directions given by Council.

Professor Őwall then opened the discussion from Council.

Questions were raised about authorisation for non-European EPA members and European members working outside Europe. Professor Őwall replied that once an individual is accepted as an EPA member they can apply for and achieve authorisation wherever they live or practice.

Professor Wright informed Council that the publication of a list of recognised specialists on the EPA web-site would be illegal in the UK for those who were not already registered as specialists with the General Dental Council in the UK.
Professor Őwall agreed that the same would probably apply in Denmark, but the list would be an EPA authorisation. If any individual country already has in place a regulatory body for specialist recognition then individual members would still be obliged to conform to the local regulations if they wished to practice as specialists.

Professor Wright then commented on the application fee being the same for all applicants - he could not see why anyone, who is already a recognised specialist in their home country, would pay 200 Euros as they would not need EPA authorisation.

Professor Őwall agreed that in such cases the EPA authorisation would not be needed, but suggested that it would help towards achieving recognition should that individual want to move or practice in a different European country.

The suggestion was made that the specialist member details published on the web-site list should also contain the registrant's country.

Dr Welfare thought that the EPA would not get into trouble for saying that this authorisation was a recognition of Prosthodontic Specialisation from the EPA, but it should be made clear that the publication of a member's name on the EPA web-site does not confer the right to practice as a specialist in any country without complying with the statutory regulations that are already in place in that country.
Professor Wright suggested that the EPA authorised specialist list should be published on

a members-only section of the web-site. The public can access the web-site and would assume that the individuals whose names are published there are entitled to practice as a specialist.
Professor Őwall emphasised that the responsibility would be for any individual specialist to comply with the regulations of the countries in which they want to practice.

Dr Welfare volunteered to approach one of the Dental Defence Organisations in the UK for a legal opinion on the consequence(s) of EPA authorisation, but commented that there may be a fee to pay.

The Honorary Secretary reminded Council that the EPA is not a legally recognised body and therefore could not officially authorise anyone.

Professor Őwall stated that legally, individuals can call themselves 'specialised' with a practice 'limited to prosthodontics' but cannot say they are a 'specialist'

Professor Wright wondered whether the wording could be modified to recognise specialisation training rather than state 'specialist' as this term has legal recognition which could give rise to a legal challenge in the UK and other countries that already have regulatory bodies governing 'specialist' status.
Dr Welfare informed Council that the European Periodontal Association has set up an examination for specialist recognition and perhaps the EPA should consider this option.

Professor Őwall pointed out that the intention was to be provocative in setting up this authorisation, if only to stimulate dialogue with the existing regulatory / statutory bodies in the countries which have them.

Professor de Baat emphasised the need for strict scrutiny of applications and requirements that should apply to every applicant.

Professor Őwall commented that there are many differences between countries in Europe in that some are actively considering introducing specialisation in prosthodontics, whereas others are actively opposed to this happening.

Professor Wright raised the issue that it would be impossible to verify all the evidence produced by applicants, and also that some applications may contain bogus documentation.

Professor User suggested that before applying for EPA authorisation, individuals should apply for support in their application to their own country's specialist association, but was reminded that not all European countries have their own specialist prosthodontics associations.
Council then agreed to proceed with this initiative and with the development of some form of prosthodontics specialist authorisation in the name of the EPA, but in such a way as to avoid potential legal challenges.

Professor Őwall reminded Council that the results deliberations of the Specialisation committee had already been published in the Journal of the Ismir Dental Association (December 2006) and requested that this paper be filed in the EPA proceedings.

5) EPA Council Membership

At the end of this conference, Professor Ingrid Grünert will be installed as President and Professor Szabo will become Immediate Past President.

The Honorary Secretary informed Council that he had received notification from Professor Crister Nilner, who had agreed to host the 2010 conference in Sweden, that he had now declined to become President as he was about to retire (and the Pan-Scandinavian conference that he had hoped would co-host the EPA will not now take place until 2011 or 2012). The Trustees have therefore approved the election of Professor Agim Islami as Second President Elect. Professor Islami has very kindly, and at short notice, 'stepped into the breach' and guaranteed that he can host the 2010 conference in Pristina, Kosovo.

Dr Polyzois will retire as an elected member
The Honorary secretary had received one nomination from the membership for a new Council Member, but they were not an EPA member and therefore not eligible, so Council must elect a member, subject to the approval from the membership at the ABM. Professor Wright suggested that Council should consider Dr Jergen Setz, because he had had a great deal of experience with the German system of prosthodontic specialisation and could be helpful with the specialisation initiative. Council unanimously approved this nomination, and Dr Setz will be invited to be a Council member during this conference.
Council for 2008-9 will therefore have the following members: President: Professor I Grünert; First President Elect: Professor A Islami, Second President Elect, Professor R Mericske-Stern; Immediate Past President: President G Szabo; Past Presidents: Professor A Doukoudakis; Professor P Wright; Professor W Hedzelek; Professor V Jerolimov; Professor A User. Elected Members: Professor Cetin Sevuk, Professor Cees de Baat, (Dr J Setz).
Honorary Officers: the Honorary Secretary reported that he was willing to continue as secretary, that Dr T Coward was willing to continue as Honorary Treasurer and that Dr S Nayar had been elected as Honorary Web-master. The Honorary Auditors, Dr D Davis and Dr A Fletcher were both willing to continue in their roles.
6) Report from the Board of Trustees meeting

Dr Welfare gave the report of the Trustees meeting. The Web-site had been updated by the Honorary Secretary, and a new We-master had been found - Dr S Nayar. A grant of £1000 had been awarded to the Specialisation Committee for administration expenses, mainly professional secretarial support, for setting up the process to deal with applications for EPA recognition.

The Sidney Barratt Travel Grant had been awarded to Dr Victor Palari from Moldova. The Trustees had agreed that this award will be 500 Euros for this and subsequent conferences. The Trustees had considered two applications for the Sidney Barratt Travel Grant for next year but neither of the applications were complete and the candidates had been asked for further details.
The Trustees had nominated Professor Warner Kalk to Honorary Life Membership of the EPA and Council unanimously endorsed the nomination.

The Trustees had unanimously approved the The First President Elect's invitation to Professor George Zarb to deliver the Oxford Lecture at her conference in Innsbruck next year.

The Trustees had elected Professor Bengt Owall as a new Trustee

In future, and wherever practicable, all EPA financial transactions will be in Euros.

Membership subscriptions will be 20 Euros, EJPRD subscriptions will be 30 Euros.

The Trustees had unanimously proposed Professor Warner Kalk as an Honorary Life Member, and Council unanimously and warmly endorsed his nomination.

7) Conference and Scientific Program - Report from Professor Gyula Szabo
The President confirmed that the Oxford Lecture would be delivered by Professor Regina Mericske-Stern.
There have been a few last minute changes to the keynote speakers due to some last-minute cancellations.
59 oral presentations had been accepted.
104 poster presentations had been accepted.

At present, 240 delegates had registered for the conference of which 54 were EPA members (not including the invited speakers). Professor Szabo also expected a 'last minute rush' for registration from Hungarian Dentists.

Professor Szabo extended a warm welcome to all delegates and accompanying persons and hoped that the organisation and content of the meeting would satisfy everyone.

8) Honorary Secretary's Report
The Honorary Secretary reported that he had spent most of his efforts trying to up-date the EPA web-site, as mandated by the Trustees at last year's meeting. He reported that the web-site provider, a Kosovo company 'It-ta' had 'gone bust' putting the web-site at risk. However, another Kosovo company 'Ipko' had taken over the business and together with the Honorary Treasurer, had eventually managed to establish contact with this person and the future of the web-site should be secure until at least 2010.
9) Honorary Treasurer's Report
Dr Coward was unable to attend this conference but had submitted a written report which the Honorary Secretary delivered on his behalf. 
Honorary Treasurer’s Report (Dr Trevor Coward)
January 1st – December 31st 2007

Please accept my apologies for being unable to attend congress to present the EPA accounts for the year 2007. This is due a family occasion celebrating my parents’ 50th wedding anniversary. 

Although over 350 subscription and EJPRD forms were mailed out only 157 members renewed their membership. During 2007 the Honorary Treasurer has sent reminders by post and e-mail to all lapsed members. The majority of e-mails have been returned and only a small number of lapsed members (5) renewed their membership.  Those members who did not reply by post or by e-mail were mailed for a second time however, this still did not yield any further renewals for membership.

It will be seen that there is a further drop in membership subscriptions and is a direct result of only 157 members renewing their membership compared to the 185 members last year. Although all members paying by Bankers Order have been written to regarding the membership fees, on two separate occasions, a small number of (UK) members have still not altered their payments (i.e. £10.00 to £12.00). There have also been a number of resignations (9) some of which were due to retirement and some members not renewing their bankers order form (4).

There is a small difference between the income and outcome from the EJPRD subscription and is mainly due to members receiving the journal and who have not paid the subscription for the year. The Honorary Secretary has been dealing with this and has made significant progress in bringing the journal subscriptions into line with the quarterly payments.

We have received a very generous donation of £5000.00 to the EPA funds from the 2007 conference in London, UK. The Honorary Treasurer has thanked Professor Paul Wright.

The Honorary Secretary’s and Treasurer’s expenses are shown and included travel, printing, stationary, postage and travel expenses.  The Honorary Treasurer has been able to reduce the expenses for stationary and postage as much correspondence has been e-mailed to members. However, the expense of providing an EPA e-mail account for the Honorary Treasurer will be shown in next years budget and will coincide with the on-line payment system of PayPal which was introduced in January 2008. It was essential to set up this e-mail account as monies needed to be switched between the PayPal account and the EPA bank account. This will be discussed in detail in next years report.

The majority of members pay their membership by credit card and therefore a charge is levied by the company ('Streamline') operating the credit card machine of £470.39. In addition a small bank charge is levied by the National Westminster Bank for providing statements and Payment Credit advice notices. As some members also pay by 'American Express' a small charge is levied for this service.

The Capital Reserve Account accrued interest (1.75% approx) over the year of £794.76 and with the monies from the London conference a total of £53,470.52 was accrued. The Honorary Treasurer received no request for payment for EPA awards for 2007.

This concludes the Honorary Treasurer’s report.

Dr Trevor Coward

Honorary Treasurer

European Prosthodontic Association

The Hellenic Prosthodontic Association will be making a donation of 1000 Euros to the EPA from the proceeds of the 2007 conference in Athens.

The 'Paypal' facility for subscription payments via the EPA web-site has now been successfully introduced

10) Honorary Web-master (Editor)

The Honorary Secretary was very pleased to report that a volunteer had at last come forward. Dr Suresh Nayar would be the new Honorary Web-master, subject to approval by Council. Dr Nayar is based in the UK and has been an EPA member since 2006. Council approved the appointment.
11) EPA Awards and Prizes
The President reported that he had not been able to achieve sponsorship for the EPA as the companies that would normally be sponsoring these prizes are sponsoring the conference and were not prepared to do both. 
The EPA will sponsor the prizes. Accordingly, the Trustees have decided that the prizes for this conference will be as follows:

EPA Oral Presentation Prize, 350 Euros
EPA Poster Presentation Prize, 250 Euros.
Professor Grünert advised Council that she had already secured sponsorship for both these prizes for her conference next year. (Dentsply and Quintessence)
Judges for the prizes will be:

Oral prize, Professor P Wright, Professor B Tuncelli, Professor T Narhi

Poster prize: Dr R Welfare, Professor C de Baat, Dr A Raustia

12) Future EPA conferences

The 2009 conference will be held in Innsbruck, Austria with Professor Ingrid Grünert as President. Professor Grünert informed Council that her organisation for this conference was well advanced and that the theme would be 'Future challenges in Prosthodontics'. Topics also included would be implants, CAD-CAM, TMD and Stomatology. Professor Grünert was pleased to inform Council that Professor George Zarb had already accepted her invitation to present the Oxford Lecture.

The 2010 conference will be held in Pristina, Kosovo, hosted by President Agim Islami.

The 2011 conference should be held in Bern, Switzerland with Professor Mericske-Stern as President, (but this has not yet been confirmed).

Tentative proposals for the 2012 conference to be held in Finland, the 2013 conference to be held in The Netherlands and the 2014 conference to be held in Turkey had been received.

13) Any other Business

Professor Wright proposed that the EPA should become an 'organisational member' of the International College of Prosthodontists and this was generally endorsed by the Council members present. However, the Honorary Secretary reminded Council that there had been quite vigorous opposition to this proposal from some members at last year's ABM, together with the concern that the ICP might not be supportive (if not directly opposed) towards the EPA Specialisation in Europe initiative.

Professor Wright undertook to investigate the cost implications and report back to both Trustees and Council at next year's meeting.

The meeting closed at 17:40
