EUROPEAN PROSTHODONTIC ASSOCIATION

COUNCIL MEETING

Sipun (1st Floor)

Croatia Hotel

Cavtat

Croatia
15:30hrs Wednesday 25th  September 2002


Present:          
Professor V Jerolimov (in the Chair)



Dr E Budtz-Jorgensen



Dr W Hedzelek

Dr W Kalk


Dr P Likeman


Dr W M Murphy

Dr M Packer

Dr B Smith

Professor A User

Dr J Vacek


Dr R D Welfare (Honorary Secretary)
1)     Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Professor U Belser and Dr T Nahri
2)    Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting held Wednesday 5th September 2001, National House of Vinohrady Namisti mini 9, 120 00 Prague 2 were approved as signed as a correct record after Dr W Murphy pointed out that there were two items with the number 3.
3)     Matters Arising from the Minutes

Dr W Murphy asked again whether progress with a newsletter could be made. Professor A User suggested that a report of the conference could be made in it. Dr W Murphy suggested that as the Proceedings were now not being produced perhaps the Honorary Editor could produce a newsletter. The Honorary Editor, Dr P Likeman agreed to do this.
4)     Scientific Programme
The President reported that there were 145 abstracts, 48 invited papers from keynote speakers and 66 poster abstracts. There were 54 EPA members, 74 non-members, 7 dental students and 18 dental technicians registered for the whole conference with 45 exhibitors.
The President commented that the abstracts had been published not only on the conference web page but also in Acta Stomatologica Croatia
5)    Report from Chairman of Board of Trustees
Dr W Murphy reported that Professor E Poyrazoglu and Professor Budtz-Jorgensen had been appointed as Trustees and that Professor L Kobes had tended his resignation this year. He went on to say that he would be resigning himself as from next year.

The Trustees had thought that in future the term of office should be five years and there should be a mechanism for rotation of the chairman. The Honorary Secretary was going to make a report to be considered next year. He requested Council for suggestions for further nominations for Trustees.

Dr W Murphy reported that they had again discussed the legal standing of the EPA and EPT in the light of European regulations and the Honorary Treasurer was meeting with Mr Hempseed following the conference to look at documentation looking at “Incorporation” setting up a company, which would protect the Trustees from financial loss at a conference. At this time there were no estimates of cost. 
6) Honorary Secretary's Report
The membership of the association last year had stood at 474. Since the last conference 5 members have resigned. No members have been removed for non payment this year. There are only 8 applicants at this stage although further may be received during the conference. The Honorary Secretary warned that it was possible that another 50 members may be removed in the near future for non-payment.

Members still represent 41 countries (29 European plus Australia, Canada, Chile, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Libya, New Zealand, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and USA).

At the end of this conference Professor Urs Belser sponsored by the Swiss Society for Reconstructive Dentistry will become President and Professor Vjekoslav Jerolimov sponsored by the Croatia Society for Prosthetic Dentistry will become Immediate Past President. Professor Atilla User sponsored by the Turkish Prosthodontics and Implantology Society will become First President Elect and Dr W Hedzelec sponsored by the Polish Dental Association would be the Second President Elect. The following are the Past Presidents who sit on Council:- Dr Josef Vacek, Professor Warner Kalk, Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas, Professor Anti Yli-Urpo, and Professor Bengt Owall.

The elected members of council were at present: Professor Atilla User who completes his period on Council as an ordinary member but continues as President Elect; Dr Brian Smith 2000-2003; Dr T Narhi elected last year for 2001-2004 but unfortunately when his membership was checked it appeared that this had not been completed when he applied in Turku. After discussion with Professor V Jerolimov it was felt appropriate that he continued once his membership was established this year. 

A nomination was required to serve on Council from 2002-2005.
Professor Bengt Owall, President in 1997, had now completed his period of service on the Council.
Richard Welfare, Dr Mark Packer and Dr Peter Likeman were willing to stand as Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Editor respectively for another year. However the Honorary Secretary warned Council that he would wish to step down in 2004 and therefore an applicant for Honorary Secretary should be sought for next year.
Dr Bill Murphy sits on council as the Chairman of the Trustees and of the Joint National Committee. However he has resigned from this office this year and has handed it to the Honorary Secretary to take forward.
He reported that he had been to Geneva early in the year to visit the venue for 2003 and reported that it was another good venue and was sure of a good conference.
As in previous years the EPA was included in the publications of the International Meetings Association free of charge. Their monthly Bulletin and Calendar were also published on the Internet (http://www.congresscity.com/icca).
The EPA continues to be a sponsoring organisation of the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry and the subscription rate for and 2002 is $82 plus postage if subscribing as a member of the EPA.
He reported that he had continued to have problems in contacting Dentsply and recommended that they should seek a new sponsor.
The President then thanked those members who were retiring from the Council this year and the Honorary Secretary's report was accepted.
7) Honorary Treasurer's Report

The Honorary Treasurer drew attention to several issues: there was a declining membership and a declining subscription from 350 to 250 paying members. He was not sure whether this was because of his inefficiency or the reduction of that collected by the National Representatives. He thought this was a worrying trend. The number of members taking the journal had reduced and on occasions the EPA was subsidising members because of the long time span between subscriptions being requested and money being received. He did hope though greater use of the credit card facility may shorten this time. 


There had been no conference receipts from Spain but he had already received money from The Netherlands and Czech Republic.

Professor W Kalk suggested that we should give the membership list to the journal for them to collect the money.

The Honorary Treasurer was not recommending an increase in the membership fee at present until he had better understanding of the running costs of the Association with the possible changes which may be recommended later in the meeting. 


He then announced that Professor P Wright and Dr H Preiskel were happy to continue as honorary auditors and asked members for approval. This was unanimous.


The accounts were adopted together with a vote of thanks to the Honorary Treasurer for his term of office.

8)     Honorary Editor's Report


Dr P Likeman apologised that he had not been able to bring the last years proceedings to this meeting although he believed they were now ready to be collected. It would be the last copy of the proceedings and from now on the conference programme would be sent out to the whole membership as agreed last year. He agreed to try and produce a newsletter in future despite having been on Council for 8 years.

It was agreed that EPA should pay the postage of sending out the conference programme to the non attendees of the conference. The Honorary Secretary would provide the conference organisers with a mailing list.
9)   Proposal to recruit a secretary to support the Officers
The Honorary Secretary presented a paper setting out the possible duties and costs of having a paid secretary to support the officers.
Dr W Murphy suggested that Dr P Likeman should continue as an assistant secretary from next year without cost to the Association. After much discussion there appeared to be little support at present for this proposal and Council felt that the officers should use and pay their own secretaries.
11)  Membership of Council
The Honorary Secretary said that he had tried to email the membership who was on email for nominations but felt that it had not been successful as he had received no replies including no returned emails with the wrong address.
Dr M Ozcan from Turkey, who was shortly going to work in The Netherlands, was suggested and this was supported by Council. 

12)   Joint National Committee, Chairman's Report.
Dr W Murphy said he was producing his final report which he had given to the Honorary Secretary and would then be standing down. He was disappointed that the committee had not been more successful but still hoped to see Prosthodontics recognised as a specialty in Europe.
13)   27th Annual Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, 2003
Professor E Budtz-Jorgensen repeated apologies on behalf Professor Urs Belser who would be the President in Geneva but was unable to be in Croatia. He informed Council that it would be run in association with the recently renamed Swiss Association of Reconstructive Dentistry. The meeting would be in English with translation into French. The theme of the conference would be “The impact of Prosthetic Dentistry on the Quality of Life”.
14)   "Oxford" Lecture 2003, 2004
The First President Elect and the Second President Elect had chosen their Oxford Lecturers who had been approved by the Trustees and in 2003 it would be Professor B Owall and in 2003 Professor W Kalk.

15)   28th Annual Conference, Turkey, 2004
Professor Atilla User announced that the meeting would be in Izmir either the third or last week of September.

16)   Future Conference Venues - Poland
It was agreed that Poland would hold the annual conference in 2005 and Dr W Hedzelec would become the Second President Elect. 
Prof V Jerolimov thought we should consider going to Britain again in possibly 2006. He also suggested that Dr G Polyzois may be a suitable candidate to hold the meeting in Greece as it had not been held there for many years.
17) Any Other Business 
The Honorary Treasurer said he had received an enquiry from a retired member asking whether the EPA would consider life membership for retired members. The Honorary Secretary reminded the meeting that this had been discussed many times before and previously Council had thought it was hard to know when members had indeed retired and whether they had stopped earning especially in the light of the very low membership fee of £10. The meeting agreed not to make any changes.

The Editorial Council of the JPD has written to many associations including the EPA stating they wished to set up a super web site and would like all sponsoring associations to join them. There would be 3 modules, the first 2 would be compulsory. The first is an organisation content module which has an updateable web page consisting of a number of templates with material presentation, menu presets and photo gallery. The next module is a membership management organisation module which would allow members to log in and change their own information on line but would need the organisations approval before uploading. The final module is a conference management and billing module. The initial contract would be for 5 years at 800$ per year. The Honorary Secretary thought that we needed a way of linking each year’s web page but was not sure if this were the way after discussion it was decide to wait and watch.

 
There being no other business the meeting was closed.


Dr RD Welfare                                            
Dr J Vacek


Hon Secretary                                        
President

