EUROPEAN PROSTHODONTIC ASSOCIATION
COUNCIL MEETING
National House of Vinohrady
Namisti mini 9,

120 00 Prague 2
12:30 Wednesday 5th September 2001


Present:          
Dr J Vacek (in the Chair)

Dr W Kalk

Dr M Packer

Dr W Hedzelek

Professor V Jerolimov

Dr W M Murphy

Professor A User

Dr R D Welfare (Honorary Secretary)
1)     Apologies for Absence
     
Apologies for absence were received from Dr B Smith, Professor U Belser and Dr P Likeman
2)    Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting held Wednesday 23rd August 2000, in the Meeting Room P3270, University Hospital, Hanzeplein 1, Groningen were approved as signed as a correct record.
3)     Matters Arising from the Minutes
Dr W Murphy pointed out minute 8 recommended that the newsletter should be reintroduced and wondered whether any further progress had been made. The Honorary Secretary regretted nothing had happened and that the honorary editor has also commented in his report. A member had been nominated 2 years ago but had not produced anything. Dr W Murphy asked Council for suggestions for someone to help produce a newsletter. Professor A User offered to find a volunteer.
4)     Scientific Programme
The President reported that there were 126 abstracts, 38 oral presentations including 13 invited papers from keynote speakers and 75 poster abstracts. There were 64 EPA members, 60 non-members, 11 dental students and 1 dental technician registered for the whole conference and 25 non-members registered for 1 day.
The President commented that he had had a small problem with one school wishing to enter 10 papers but all read by just one person, he had rejected these applications. Council agreed this was a wise decision.
5)    Report from Chairman of Board of Trustees
Dr W Murphy reported that they had discussed the legal standing of the EPA and EPT in the light of European regulations. It was hoped that a report would be produced next year once further information was available. The other point that had been discussed was the reducing membership. Each year new members are often recruited from the country of the conference but these are sometimes not maintained. The Trustees were therefore asking Council whether the membership should be changed to a corporate membership like the European Federation of Periodontology. He offered to produce a document during the year for Council to consider.
Council asked the honorary secretary for his views. He replied that our membership was sufficient to continue as a small society with an interest in prosthodontics but this number was insufficient to act in any political way as the numbers were just too small. He suggested that if a federation worked it would give more political influence but would change the nature of the society.
Professor B Owall asked if we had a list of National Associations. Dr W Murphy replied yes but it was hard to keep it up to date as they were not very good at replying. Professor B Owall asked why this was different for periodontology. Dr W Murphy felt that it was because we were seen as an academic club with many heads of department rather than practitioners. He pointed out how the orthodontists had formed a separate practitioners group and wondered if the same would happen with prosthodontics. Professor B Owall also wondered if it were a perception that we were a removable only group. The honorary secretary summed up saying that we may need to decide if we wish to remain small and concentrate on the scientific aspects or expand to become more political. He offered to put a paper together to bring to Council next year and asked for council members to send their views to him to incorporate in the paper. Finally Professor B Owall suggested that we should write to the Presidents of the National Associations to invite them to next conference to discuss the suggestion.

Dr W Murphy then asked for advice regarding who should be the next Trustee. The honorary secretary pointed out that the constitution requires the Trustees to nominate and Council to approve. However as there were only 3 Trustees present at there meeting they felt they should seek Councils help to decide. The names were Professor Erdal Poyrazoglu and Professor Budzt Jorgenson. Professor Owall pointed out that the current Trustees were all retired and wondered if that were a good thing. The honorary secretary commented that originally the Trustees were expected to only to look after the financial affairs of the EPT. However, it is possible that under new legislation, the Trustees may be liable for the EPA as well. If this is the case it may well be the EPT would not be required and the EPA would become a limited company.
It was later announced that Professor B Bergman was resigning and therefore both should be appointed.
6)     Honorary Secretary's Report
The membership of the Association last year had stood at 488.
During the year the Hon Treasurer had requested 51 members to be removed for non-payment of membership fees for 2 years. With the new members just approved the membership will be 465.
Members represented 41 different countries (29 European plus Australia, Canada, Chile, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Libya, New Zealand, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, USA).
At the end of the conference. Professor Vjekoslav Jerolimov sponsored by the Croatian Society  of Prosthetic Dentistry would become President and Dr Josef Vacek sponsored by the Czech Republic Society for Prosthetic Dentistry would become Immediate Past President. Professor Urs Belser sponsored by the Swiss Prosthodontic Association would become First President Elect and Professor Atilla User sponsored by the Turkish Prosthodontic Association would become Second President Elect. The following are the Past Presidents who sit on Council: - Professor Wamer Kalk Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas, Professor Antti Yli-Urpo Professor Bengt Owall.
The elected members of Council were Professor Atilla User (1999-2002), Dr BJ Smith (2000-2003) Dr Wieslaw Hedzeiek (1998-2001).
A nomination was therefore required to serve on Council from 2001-2004.
Dr Time Narhi had been nominated for election.
Professor Heiner Weber, President in 1994, had now completed his period of service on the Council.
Dr Richard Welfare, Dr Mark Packer and Dr Peter Likeman were willing to stand as Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Editor respectively for another year.
Dr Bill Murphy sits on council as the Chairman of the Trustees and of the Joint National Committee.
The President then thanked those members who were retiring from the Council this year and the Honorary Secretary's report was accepted.
He reported that he had been to Croatia early in the year to visit the venue for 2002 and reported that it was an excellent venue and was sure of another good conference. He apologised for not having done much work on the web page this year. This was partly because of lack of time but also because the soft ware he had intended to purchase was not available for the £70 university licence and would have cost £500 for the full price. He agreed to make a link to the Croatian web page.
As in previous years the EPA was included in the publications of the International Meetings Association free of charge. Their monthly Bulletin and Calendar were also published on the Internet    (http://www.congresscity.com/icca).
The EPA continues to be a sponsoring organisation of the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry and the subscription rate for and 2002 is $82 plus postage if subscribing as a member of the EPA.
He reported that he had continued to have problems in contacting Dentsply despite having a promise by one of the UK representatives to find the appropriate person. Consequently EPA had not received any sponsorship this year.
He reported that Joyce Ronald the Quintessence sponsor had died earlier in the year and he had sent the associations condolences. Quintessence was though continuing as a sponsor.
He reminded Council that last year Council had agreed to become a sponsor of the 7th edition of the glossary of Prosthodontic terms and he had received a letter from the editorial council of the JPD thanking the EPA for their participation.
He asked Council for their advice regarding the minute book as it was almost full. He suggested that the minute book should be kept just for the Annual Business Meeting and that the Council Minutes should be kept in an annual loose leaf book so all papers could be kept together for each year. Members were happy with the suggestion once the current book is complete.
He told Council that he had received a letter from Italy asking for the EPA's view on the treatment of TMJ pain and asked whether the EPA should express a view on various treatments. Professor B Owall thought this was unwise. The honorary secretary said that was how he had replied but wanted confirmation should there be any others.
Finally he reported that he had been approached by a company to record the annual conference to allow it to be placed on the internet. It was agreed not to proceed with this further.
7)    Honorary Treasurer's Report
The Honorary Treasurer presented an audited statement of receipts and payments for the period January 1st - December 31st  2000. He drew attention to the expenditure being less than usual and was therefore expecting a rise in the next year leaving the balance of the current account higher at approximately £4000. He asked Council whether we should continue to allow the two tier membership. It had been agreed that it would gradually be dropped but despite the membership only fee not appearing on application forms new applicants often requested this. It was assumed that older members of the association were advising them of this facility. It was agreed to continue. The Honorary Treasurer concluded that he felt comfortable with the financial position of the Association and saw no reason for a rise in the subscription rate of £26.
The Honorary Treasurer then announced that Professor P Wright and Dr H Preiskel were happy to continue as honorary auditors and asked members for approval. This was unanimous.
The accounts were adopted together with a vote of thanks to the Honorary Treasurer for his term of office.
8)     Honorary Editor's Report
The Honorary Secretary read a report from the Honorary Editor.
"I must begin by apologising for my absence from the Conference and from this meeting and express my good wishes for a successful conference.
At most conferences I am able to bring with me copies of the Proceedings of the previous years meeting and regret (for the first time) I have not been able to complete the work in time although as you hear in this report it should be going to the printers and will be distributed by mail shortly afterwards.
I have held the appointment of Hon Editor since 1993 and although it is a lot of work, not least the distribution after printing, I am content to continue in this role until anyone else comes forward, although I could not take the additional burden of producing a Newsletter.
I am not looking for appreciation but I have very seldom received any remark or comment on the Proceedings in all the time I have been Editor and I am curious to know whether the membership find it interesting, useful, just another journal for the shelf, or consign it rapidly to waste. I am proposing therefore when I distribute the Proceedings this year, I enclose a letter asking for comments. A suggestion at a previous meeting was that the Proceedings should be put on the website and if a Newsletter were reintroduced the website might be sufficient source of reference to the abstracts of the previous meeting for members who are interested.
I hope these comments will provoke some discussion and once again I apologise that I shall not be present to take part."
Council debated this report and agreed that the proceedings should be placed on the web page and that in future proceedings would not be produced. The abstract book of the conference would in future be circulated to all members after the conference instead of the proceedings.
9)   EPA Awards
The Honorary Secretary reported that there had been no application for the Rowland Fereday Award and he had not found applicants for the Sidney Barrett Award. As agreed at last year's Council meeting he had contacted committee members to identify which countries to approach but had failed to contact individuals.
As already reported Dentsply had not replied to the honorary secretary and therefore there was again no sponsor for the Dentsply prize. The honorary secretary suggested that Council should appoint an awards administrator either from Council or to co-opt some from the membership. This suggestion was fully supported and it was agreed to take the suggestion to the Annual Business Meeting. (Dr D Dunbar was later suggested and she agreed to accept this position)
10)  Membership of Council
The Honorary Secretary asked for nominations and suggestions for how new members of Council should be sought as he felt that a wider circulation than just those present at the Conference. Professor W Kalk suggested Dr T Narhi from Finland should be approached and this was supported. The Honorary Secretary would in future email as many members as possible for nominations.
11)   Joint National Committee, Chairman's Report.
Dr W Murphy reported that as the committee had not yet met there was nothing to report but in future this meeting would be held before the Council meeting.

12)   Update on current position Prosthodontic Specialist (W Murphy to report)

Dr W Murphy reported that he had written to many bodies during the year regarding the position of specialists in Europe and recently he had received from Brussels a copy of the "SLIM" report which states Brussels is considering replacing all Advisory Committees with more simple and flexible arrangements. This is currently being considered by the European Council. Following this letter he had received a request from a Mr Watershoot for comments by 28th September 2001 from all interested bodies on how to allow freer movement of professionals within Europe. In order to structure responses a questionnaire with 8 questions was enclosed. Dr W Murphy had also secured a draft copy of a response by the European Federation of Periodontology.

The Honorary Secretary suggested that the EPA should reply but confine their reply to specialists only. Professor B Owall pointed out that most of the specialists were employed in the hospital service rather than the private sector and thought this was an important point. Dr W Murphy felt that we should concentrate on trying to raise the standard of specialisms and not make a difference as to where they were employed. He suggested that the main point should be there must be a register for specialists so the public can have confidence in their advanced skills. The honorary secretary asked whether we should suggest a single European register or multiple national registers. It was felt that ideally this should have a European dimension. Professor B Owall asked should this be just Prosthodontics or if not how many specialties. He thought there were some problems once you start looking at the various components of general dentistry. The honorary secretary asked how we should reply because he felt if it were to have a European dimension it should start as such which would immediately disenfranchise or be at variance to National Associations. Professor W Kalk felt that representatives from Netherlands would not support such a proposal although he personally would support a specialty in Prosthodontics. Finally it was agreed that the reply should be from a European perspective and the Honorary Secretary would email members a draft reply before submitting the response.

13)   26th Annual Conference, Cavtat, Dubrovnic Croatia, 2002
Professor V Jerolimov's announced that he looked forward to welcoming members to Cavtat, Dubrovnic in Hotel Croatia 26th - 28th September 2002. He announced that he had already set up a special web page and hoped to have registration online. The key speakers had been approached and all was going well.

14)   "Oxford" Lecture 2002, 2003
The First President Elect and the Second President Elect had chosen their Oxford Lecturer and in 2002 it would be Professor T Hamada and in 2003 Professor B Owall.

15)   27th Annual Conference, Switzerland, 2003
The Honorary Secretary gave Professor U Belser's apologies for not being able to give the details and announced on his behalf that the meeting would be held in Montreau 4th - 6th September, and he would be going to visit the venue early next year.

16)   Future Conference Venues - Proposal Turkey, Poland
It was agreed that Turkey would hold the annual conference in 2004 and Professor A User would become the second President Elect. Poland was still interested in holding the conference in 2005 and this would be considered at next year's Council meeting.

17) Any Other Business 

There being no other business the meeting was closed.

Dr RD Welfare                                            
Dr J Vacek

Hon Secretary                                        
President
