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EUROPEAN PROSTHODONTIC ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING

Friday 8th October 1999, Carmona Room, Hotel Melia Sevilla, Seville, Spain

Present:

Dr A Ruiz-Capillas (in the Chair), Dr D M Davis, Dr W Hedzelek, Dr W M Murphy, Professor E Poyrazoglu, Dr J Vacek, Dr R D Welfare (Honorary Secretary), Dr P S Wright, Professor A User.

Dr W Murphy announced the unexpected death of Dr Sydney Barrett the previous day and recounted the service Sydney had given to the EPA. Members stood in silence.

Dr User was welcomed as a new Council member.

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dr P Likeman

2. Minutes

The minutes of the Council meeting held in the Institute of Dentistry, Lemminkaisenkatu 2, Turku, Finland were signed as being correct.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

The Honorary Secretary announced that he had set up the EPA Web Site on the home pages of the Eastman Dental Institute: www.eastman.ucl.ac.uk/epa and it had been open for just two weeks. He asked for suggestions as to what else could be placed on the web site and requested that if Council members wished their photographs to be included they should send a small photograph . The President asked if the address could be shorter but the Honorary Secretary stated that it was being held on the web pages of the Eastman for no charge and he was being given assistance. The President then offered his help with the project and would send the Honorary Secretary information on the SEPES site.
There were no other matters arising.

4. Scientific Programme

Dr Arturo Ruiz-Cappillas reported that the meeting would be very successful. There would be 700 dentists but only 60 EPA members. There were at least 100 Dental Assistants, 50 laboratory technicians and 50 dental hygienists also coming. There were 80 posters and almost 90 free oral communications in parallel sessions with the Oxford Lecture being presented by Dr Blas Noguerol. He expected some 800 people at the Flamenco Festival and 650 people at the conference dinner.

Professor Kalk asked if there was a final programme with conference abstracts. The President confirmed that there was.

Both Dentsply and the Quintessence Publishing Company had agreed to continue their funding for the Dentsply Shield Award and the Quintessence Poster Prize. The assessors for the prizes were Dr J Gil, Dr J Del Rio Highsmith and Dr J Gimenez-Fabrega for the Dentsply Shield award and Dr F Del Rio de las Heras, Dr S Jane and Dr R welfare for the Quintessence Poster Prize. The winners of the prizes would be announced at the Gala dinner.

5. Report from Chairman of Board of Trustees

Dr W Murphy informed Council that in view of Dr Sydney Barrett’s death Council would have to nominate another Trustee for next year. He informed Council that the Trustees had also discussed the Travel Grants and that modified rules would be presented next year. Finally he added that the Trustees had agreed that there should not be free membership for retired members but the Association should consider Honorary membership more frequently. He then informed Council that Professor E Spiecowicz had proposed Professor L Kobes for Honorary Membership and his name should be placed before the members at the Annual General Meeting. This was approved.

6. Honorary Secretary's Report

The Honorary Secretary reported that the membership of the Association last year had stood at 523. During the year the Hon Treasurer had requested 18 members to be removed for non-payment of membership fees for 2 years. Another 4 had resigned on account of retirement.

The membership would now stand at 522 as there were 21 applications for membership to be considered at the Annual Business Meeting. Members represented 42 different countries (29 European plus Australia, Canada, Chile, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Libya, New Zealand, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, USA).

At the end of this conference, Professor Warner Kalk would become President and Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas would become Immediate Past President. Dr Josef Vacek sponsored by the Czech Republic Society for Prosthetic Dentistry was to become First President Elect. Professor Vjekoslav Jerolimov sponsored by the Croatian Society for Prosthetic Dentistry would become Second President Elect. The following are the Past Presidents who sit on Council:- Professor Antti Yli-Urpo Professor Bengt Öwall, Professor Heiner Weber, Dr Bill Murphy and Professor Erdal Poyrazoglu.

Dr Bruno Tassarotti, President in 1992, had now completed his period of service on the Council and the Honorary Secretary expressed the members gratitude for all he had done for the EPA over the past eight years. He had been a valuable asset to the Council and to the EPA.

The elected members of Council were at present Dr M Bartala (1997-2000) and Dr Wieslaw Hedzelek (1998-2001) and Professor Atilla User (1998-1999). As Dr Josef Vacek (1996-1999) had become first President Elect Professor A User was elected for one year (1998-1999).

A nomination was therefore required to serve on Council from 1999-2002.

Dr Richard Welfare, Dr David Davis and Dr Peter Likeman were willing to stand as Secretary, Treasurer and Editor respectively for another year. Dr D Davis had though announced that he wished to retire in 2000 and a nomination for his replacement would be required next year.

Dr Bill Murphy sits on Council as the Chairman of the Joint National Committee but wishes to retire next year.

The Honorary Secretary had been to Groningen, The Netherlands where Professor Kalk had discussed his outline programme and shown the excellent conference facilities for the next conference. He had also been to Prague, Czech Republic where Dr Josef Vacek had also shown very good facilities for the conference in 2001.

As in previous years the EPA was included in the publications of the International Meetings Association free of charge. Their monthly Bulletin and Calendar were also published on the Internet (http://www.congresscity.com/icca).

The EPA continues to be a sponsoring organisation of the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry but the Secretary had not yet been notified of the subscription rate for 1999, if subscribing as a member of the EPA. They had a grant programme to help sponsoring organisations with funding with their annual conference. However the EPA had not had sufficient papers published in the JPD to be considered.

The Honorary Secretary had now set up an EPA internet site. It is held on the home pages of the Eastman Dental Institute and is ready for members and interested parties to access. He hoped in future to improve and enlarge the site so it becomes the main means of communication with the membership. He also announced that he would be mailing everyone later in the year with details held on the database and asking for further information including email addresses.

The President then thanked those members who were retiring from the Council this year and the Honorary Secretary's report was accepted.

7. Honorary Treasurer's Report

The Honorary Treasurer presented a statement of receipts and payments for the period January 1st - December 31st 1998. The Honorary Treasurer explained that there was no signature from Dr W Murphy the second auditor because of the lateness of the preparation of the accounts and Dr W Murphy’s retirement and long summer holiday. He had therefore asked Dr H Preiskel to stand in as the second auditor and a letter of agreement is attached. Income had fallen slightly during the year mainly on account of reduced conference receipts. Expenses had also fallen slightly and the reserves had continued to grow and he felt the Association was in a good financial position.

He reported that he had received about 70 replies from a questionnaire to members asking their views on the use of credit cards and the majority had been in favour. The Honorary Treasurer therefore felt that he should introduce this for a trial period of 2-3 years despite the cost. The Honorary Treasurer then announced as he had now been Honorary Treasurer for a number of years he would be stepping down at the next conference.

Professor W Kalk thought it would be helpful if the EPA could make a start up loan at the beginning of a conference and requested if this were possible. It was agreed that should a President require assistance an interest free loan of up to £1000 would be available.

The Honorary Secretary raised the issue of the Trustees travel grant as a vehicle to encourage attendance from other countries. The Honorary Secretary wondered whether Council would like to propose 2 or 3 countries each year for consideration. It was thought the Honorary Secretary should be able to do this himself.
The accounts were adopted together with a vote of thanks to the Honorary Treasurer

8. Honorary Editor's Report

The Honorary Secretary gave a brief report in the absence of the Honorary Editor saying that the proceedings from 1998 had been distributed and the Honorary Editor had requested abstracts for this years conference.

Dr D Cheshire had volunteered to help Dr P Likeman with future proceedings.

Dr W Kalk suggested that the proceedings may be distributed by email. The Honorary Secretary agreed and also suggested that it should be on the web site.

Professor E Poyrazoglu suggested that the proceedings could be printed in Turkey for 2/3 of the price. The Honorary Secretary said he would return this information to Dr P Likeman.

9. Members' proposal that a question time should follow all Conference papers including key note speakers.

The Honorary Secretary said this item had arisen because a member had written saying that time should be allowed for questions at the end all papers, even from invited speakers.

It was agreed that after all papers, even keynote speakers, time should be allocated for questions. The Honorary Secretary agreed to write to the member and inform them of the decision and to amend the conference recommendations for presidents.

10. Joint National Committee, Chairman’s Report.

Dr W Murphy informed Council that he had recently retired and had been unable to arrange a meeting for this year. He would however pick up the threads and arrange a meeting for next year. He felt that the it required much effort to try and co-ordinate the information on the various Prosthodontic training programmes in Europe and did not think it was possible to do single handed and hoped for some assistance next year. He asked for any member of Council with suggestions to contact him after the meeting. Professor Tassarotti’s name was suggested and Dr W Murphy agreed to contact him.

11. 24th Annual Conference EPA, Groningen, The Netherlands, 2000.

Professor W Kalk announced that the conference would be held in Groningen, an old city, in the Northern part of the Netherlands rather than Nijmegen. This was because he had moved jobs since he was first appointed as President Elect. The conference would be held in the university hospital, a completely new facility. The conference would be held one week earlier next year, from 23rd - 26th August 2000. There will be 10 invited key note speakers and Professor Budtz Jorgensen will present the Oxford lecture. The welcome reception will be held in University Hall, an old hall with a good atmosphere and the conference dinner will be held in one of the oldest buildings in Groningen The Martini Tower.

12. "Oxford" Lecture 2000, 2001

The First President Elect and the Second President Elect had chosen their Oxford Lecturer and in 2000 it would be Professor Budzt Jorgensen and in 2001 Dr R Renner.

13. 25th Annual Conference, Prague, Czech Republic, 2001

Dr J Vacek announced that he looked forward to welcoming members to Prague 6th - 8th Spetember 2001.

14. Future Conference Venues - Proposal Croatia, 2002, Switzerland 2003

Professor V Jeroliminov’s offer to hold the meeting in Dubrovnik in 2002 was considered and Council accepted this proposal. The Swiss proposal by Professor Budzt Jorgensen to hold the conference in 2003 was still unsupported by the Swiss Prosthodontic Society. Poland was also interested in hosting a conference perhaps in 2004. The Honorary Secretary agreed to write to both to get further details.

15. Any Other Business

It was suggested by the President Elect that the EPA should have a joint meeting with the IPA. It was agreed that this should be investigated by Professor Kalk and the Hon Secretary with a possible date of 2005.

The Honorary Treasurer remarked that some members had complained that they had not received their journals. The Honorary Secretary said that he had checked these members details with the journal mailings department and had been assured in all cases that the journals had been despatched to the correct addresses. He said that he had also sent a complete list of members who take the journal to compare with the mailing department’s list. It was felt that there was little else that could be done.

The President asked if Council would be happy for him to acknowledge publicly at the conference dinner the work of Dr Santiago Jane for helping to collect the subscriptions of the Spanish EPA members for the last 10 years. There was unanimous agreement.

There being no other business the meeting was closed.

