EUROPEAN PROSTHODONTIC ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday 26th August 1998

Lecture Room 218 Institute of Dentistry Lemminkaisenkatu 2, Turku Finland

Present:

Professor A Yli-Urpo (in the Chair) Dr S G Barrett Dr D M Davis Dr P Likeman Dr W M Murphy Professor E Poyrazoglu Dr A Ruiz-Capillas Dr J Vacek Dr R D Welfare (Honorary Secretary) Dr P S Wright

In Attendance

Dr P Vallitu Dr M Berrazueta .

1) Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dr G Szabo, Professor B šwall and Professor W Kalk. The Honorary Secretary apologised for not having circulated Dr B Tassarotti.

2) Minutes

The minutes of the Council Meeting held in Sofastuen, Panum Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark were approved and signed. The Honorary Secretary noted that the spelling of Rowland Fereday had been spelt incorrectly in all previous minutes.

3) Matters Arising from the Minutes

EPA Web Site The Honorary Secretary reported that he had investigated the possibility of an EPA web site and made four proposals :

1 Using home pages of Derweb who would charge

2 Using home pages of Dentanet which would be free

3 Using the home pages of the Honorary Secretary's own Institution The Eastman Dental Institute which would also be free

4 Having an EPA Web Site which would require someone to set it up.

He then suggested that he favoured proposal 3 in the first instance with the possibility of moving to proposal 4 after he had acquired some expertise in this field. Council agreed with this proposal and Dr A Ruiz-Capillas added that the content was very important and that it should be attractive and kept updated.

The following suggestions for topics which should be included were: Council member details, ABM minutes, conference details, awards including the Rowland Fereday prize, National Representatives, constitution, news letter, membership application form and email contact address of Honorary Secretary . It was felt that members names should not be posted on the pages although members could request to have their names on.

The Honorary Secretary agreed to establish an EPA web site as soon as possible.

4) Scientific Programme Professor

Scientific Programme Professor Yli-Urpo reported that the scientific programme included 20 key-note speakers with Professor Bo Bergman presenting the 'Oxford' lecture, 28 oral communications in parallel sessions and 50 poster presentations. A trade sponsored lecture would be held during the lunch periods

Both Dentsply and the Quintessence Publishing Company had agreed to continue their funding for the Dentsply Shield Award and the Quintessence Poster Prize. The assessors for the prizes were Professor Yli-Urpo and Dr Paul Wright (Dentsply) and Professor M Matsumoto and Dr Bill Murphy (Quintessence). There had been 4 entries for the Dentsply Shield Award this year. The winners of the prizes would be announced at the Gala dinner.

5) Report from Chairman of Board of Trustees

Dr S G Barrett, Chairman of the Board of Trustees reported that at the earlier meeting of the Trustees they had discussed the regulations of the Oxford lecture and he would like to remind Council that the President elect should nominate the Oxford lecturer and bring it to the Trustees for their approval. This had been the year prior to the conference but in case the Trustees were not in agreement they had changed this to two years. Next he informed Council that there had been no applications either for the travel grants or the Rowland Fereday award and hoped there would be greater interest in the following year.

6) Honorary Secretary's Report

The Honorary Secretary reported that the membership of the Association last year had stood at 520. During the year the Honorary Treasurer had requested 16 members to be removed for non-payment of membership fees for 2 years and 9 had resigned through retirement. The membership now stood at 495 and that there were 28 applications for membership to be considered at the Annual Business Meeting. Members represented 42 different countries (29 European plus Australia, Canada, Chile, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Libya, New Zealand, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, USA).

At the end of this conference, Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas would become President and Professor Antti Yli-Urpo would become Immediate Past President. Professor Warner Kalk was to become First President Elect. Dr Josph Vacek sponsored by the Czech Republic Society for Prosthetic Dentistry would become Second President Elect. The following are the Past Presidents who sit on Council:- Professor Bengt Öwall, Professor Heiner Weber, Dr Bill Murphy, Professor Erdal Poyrazoglu and Dr Bruno Tassarotti.

The elected members of Council were at present Dr Gyula Szabo (1995-1998) and Dr Josef Vacek (1996-1999) and Dr M Bartala (1997-2000). Dr Gyula Szabo had completed his term as elected council member and Dr Wieslaw Hedzelek was elected to serve on Council from 1998-2001. Dr Richard Welfare, Dr David Davis and Dr Peter Likeman were re-elected as Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Editor respectively for another year.

Dr Bill Murphy sits on council as the Chairman of the Joint National Committee. Dr Sidney Barrett and Dr Bill Murphy were nominated to be re-elected as Auditors.

The Honorary Secretary had been to Seville, Spain where Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas had shown them the excellent facilities for the next conference.

Last year Dr Bill Murphy attended a meeting in Belgium of the Bureau of Dental Specialists. Unfortunately it had not produced any results although Dr Murphy was hopeful that in the fullness of time it may do so.

As in previous years the EPA was included in the publications of the International Meetings Association free of charge. Their monthly Bulletin and Calendar were also published on the Internet (http://www.congresscity.com/icca).

The EPA continues to be a sponsoring organisation of the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry but the Secretary had not yet been notified of the subscription rate for 1998, if subscribing as a member of the EPA.

The Honorary Secretary reported that he had renewed the data protection registration for a further 3 years.

Finally the Honorary Secretary drew attention to the matter of insurance of the Presidential badge of office. Unless the Honorary Secretary was legally responsible for the badge it was not possible to insure it on his household insurance. The cost for the EPA to insure the Badge separately would be approximately £300 per annum being the minimum premium most companies would charge. Another alternative would be to include the Badge on the Annual Conference Insurance and not have it insured for the rest of the year. It was agreed that the Honorary Treasurer should investigate placing the badge in the Associations safe deposit box at the bank. The Honorary Secretary also agreed to investigate if there were any other methods of insuring the badge.

The President then thanked those members who were retiring from the Council this year and the Honorary Secretary's report was accepted.

7) Honorary Treasurer's Report

The Honorary Treasurer presented a statement of receipts and payments for the period January 1st - December 31st 1997. He noted that the finances of the European Prosthodontic Trust remained in a healthy state. Income had been over £6,000 and expenses about £4,200 so that he had been able to pay the travel grants out of the current account.

The Honorary Treasurer noted that the regular interest from the Reserve account and the Deposit Bond account would probably meet both the costs of the Rowland Fereday Travelling Scholarship and future Travel grants.

The Honorary Treasurer warned that there may be a trend indicating that members may not be renewing their subscriptions every year. He wondered if a news letter may help to keep members involved even if they did not come to the conference.

The Honorary Treasurer then discussed the value of arranging credit card facilities for paying subscriptions but added that it would cost approximately £250 per year after a start up fee of £150. After much discussion it was agreed the Honorary Treasurer would ask the membership at the Annual Business meeting.

Professor L Kobes suggested that members could get a reduction to encourage them paying for more than one year at a time so reducing money transfer fees. It was agreed that the Honorary Treasurer would offer paying for more than one year at a time but there would be no reduction.

The auditors, Dr Barrett and Dr Murphy, confirmed that the accounts had once more been managed in an exemplary manner and the accounts were adopted together with a vote of thanks to the Treasurer.

8) Honorary Editor's Report

Dr P Likeman announced that Volume 21 of the Proceedings from the 1997 conference in Copenhagen, had been published. The minutes of the Annual Business Meeting and the Membership list had been bound in the Proceedings. He proposed to continue with the current format next year.

He suggested that as the number of libraries taking the proceedings was reducing that he should send the proceedings free of charge to those libraries which had maintained their subscriptions which would number approximately ten. This was agreed by Council.

Finally the Honorary Curator informed Council that if he were to start a newsletter again that he would require the help of an assistant Honorary Curator. He also reminded members that he had been preparing the Proceedings for six years now and an assistant would then be helpful to take over when he retired from his position.

The report was accepted and the Honorary Editor thanked for his help.

9) Joint National Committee, Chairman's Report.

The Chairman of the Joint National Committee, Dr W M Murphy, reported on the meeting of the committee held earlier during the conference. He reminded members that the JNC aimed to have a representative from every National Prosthodontic Association in Europe plus invited members from Countries where no National Association existed. During the past year he had prepared a register of National Prosthodontic Associations and at present there were 16 on the list. His aim during the forthcoming year was to add further information and would write to the representatives asking details about their Societies. He would continue to exert pressure on the European Union Directorate in Brussels to recognise the speciality of Prosthodontics in the Dental Directives.

He commented on the massive growth in the specialty of Periodontology and warned that it was possible that Prosthodontics may become submerged if we did not effectively work together within Europe and have a common training programme and certification in Prosthodontics. He announced that Germany and UK had now recognised the specialty of Prosthodontics.

10) 23rd Annual Conference, Seville, Spain, 1999

Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas reported that this meeting would be held in association with the Spanish Prosthodontic Association from October 9th -11th 1999 in Seville. Themes to be addressed were aesthetic dentistry, implant dentistry in the posterior segment and prosthodontics for the geriatric patient. He would send out the first mailing in October 1998 and application forms in March 1999. The conference fee would be approximately £200. Dr P Wright asked if all lectures would be in English. Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas replied that the main theatre would be in English and translation would be available in the other theatres. It was also stated that all international key note papers would be in English. Professor E Poyrazoglu pointed out that he had only accepted papers which were in English but felt that it must be made clear which language was to be spoken in each theatre and there must not be mixed sessions.

11) "Oxford" Lecture 1999

Dr Arturo Ruiz-Capillas's choice for the "Oxford" lecture, 1999 was Professor C Oteo from Granada. He apologised for not having brought this name to the Trustees in advance. He sought clarification as to whether the subject matter of the Oxford lecture should be clinical, research or philosophical? Dr Paul Wright replied that it could be any of these topics but the speaker should be of international reputation and would not necessarily have to come from the country of the President.

12) 24th Annual Conference, The Netherlands, 2000

Professor Kalk had sent his apologies as he had recently moved. He had sent an outline programme which would run 7th - 9th September 2000 and proposed that the Oxford lecturer would be Professor Budtz Jörgensen and the Trustees at their meeting earlier had accepted this proposal. The Honorary Secretary pointed out that there was some confusion as to whether the meeting would now be held in Groningen where Professor Kalk had moved to and not Nijmegen where he was previously.

13) Future Conference Venues

Dr Josef Vacek's offer to host the meeting in the Czech Republic for the year 2001 was considered and Council accepted this proposal. The Honorary Secretary said he had also received a proposal from Professor K Kraljevicof the Croatian Prosthodontic Association that the conference in 2002 should be held in Dubrovnik under the presidency of Professor V Jerolimov. Council agreed that they would formally consider this proposal next year as they thought this was an excellent proposal.

14) Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting was closed
